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Abdul-Gafaru Abdulai
University of Ghana Business School
Abdul-Gafaru Abdulai is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Public
Administration at the University of Ghana Business School, Legon, Accra. He
holds a PhD in Development Policy & Management at the University of
Manchester, an MPhil in Development Studies from the University of Cambridge,
and a First Class Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the University of
Ghana. His research interests include the politics of public sector reforms, and the
political economy of urbanization and development in the global south.

Hicham Alaoui
Hicham Alaoui Foundation
Hicham Alaoui is the grandson of the late King Mohammed V, the father of the
modern independent nation of Morocco. He was raised in Rabat, and attended
Princeton and Stanford Universities. Hicham Alaoui is an established voice calling
for political reform in the Arab world. At Princeton, he endowed the Institute for
the Trans-Regional Study of the Contemporary Middle East, North Africa, and
Central Asia. His foundation, the Hicham Alaoui Foundation, created the Program
on Arab Reform and Democracy at Stanford University, the Climate Change and Democracy Project at
UC-Santa Barbara, the Machrek Chair at the Collége de France in Paris, and the Governance and Local
Development Program at Yale University.
In the past, Hicham Alaoui served as Principal Officer for Community Affairs with the United Nations
peacekeeping mission in Kosovo in 2000, worked with the Carter Center, sad on the MENA Advisory
Committee for Human Rights Watch, and served as a Consulting Professor at the Center for Democracy,
Development, and Rule of Law at Stanford University. His memoir, Journal d'un Prince Banni, was
published in 2014 by Éditions Grasset, and has since been translated into Spanish and Arabic. Hicham
Alaoui is currently affiliated with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and is a D.Phil.
candidate at the University of Oxford.
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Monika Bauhr
University of Gothenburg
Monika Bauhr is an Associate Professor at the Quality of Government Institute at
the department of Political Science, Göteborg University. She has previously been
a visiting scholar at Stanford University, the University of Florida and the
University of Dar es Salaam. She is the Principal investigator of the ANTICORRP
(Anticorruption Policies Revisited: Global Trends and European Responses to the
Challenge of Corruption), a large-scale multidisciplinary research program, funded
by the European Commission. Her research is mainly concerned with the link between democracy and
corruption and the impact of corruption on international redistribution and foreign aid. Her work appears
in journals such as the International Studies Quarterly, Global Environmental Politics and Governance.

Lindsay Benstead
Portland State University
Lindsay J. Benstead is Associate Professor of Political Science in the Mark O.
Hatfield School of Government at Portland State University, Contributing Scholar
in the Women’s Rights in the Middle East Program at Rice University, and
Affiliated Scholar in the Program on Governance and Local Development (GLD)
at the University of Gothenburg and Yale University. She served as Kuwait
Visiting Professor at SciencesPo in Paris (fall 2016). Benstead has conducted
surveys in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Jordan and contributes to the Transitional Governance
Project. Her research on women and politics, clientelism and governance, and public opinion in the Arab
world has appeared in Perspectives on Politics, International Journal of Public Opinion Research,
Governance, and Foreign Affairs. A member of the steering committee of the Project on Middle East
Political Science, she serves on the editorial broads of the Journal of North African Studies and PS:
Political Science & Politics. She holds a Ph.D. in Public Policy and Political Science from the University of
Michigan--Ann Arbor and served as doctoral fellow in the Council on Middle East Studies, Yale
University and as post-doctoral fellow in the Department of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University.
For more on her research, see https://pdx.academia.edu/LindsayBenstead

Susanne Bygnes
University of Bergen

and Migration Studies.

Susanne Bygnes is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Department of Sociology,
University of Bergen, Norway. She heads the International Migration and Ethnic
Relations unit (IMER) at the University of Bergen and is currently PI of two
projects funded by the Research Council of Norway, including Imagining and
Experiencing the ‘Refugee Crisis’ (IMEX). She has published a range of articles on
migration and diversity issues in journals such as Sociology and Journal of Ethnic
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Ruth Carlitz
University of Gothenburg
Ruth Carlitz is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the Program on Governance
and Local Development (GLD) at the University of Gothenburg. She received her
PhD in Political Science from the University of California, Los Angeles in June
2016. Her research looks at government responsiveness from the ‘top down’ (how
governments distribute public goods) and the ‘bottom up’ (what citizens and nongovernmental organizations can do to promote transparency and accountability).
Ruth’s dissertation focuses on Tanzania, where nearly half of the population languishes without access to
a clean and safe source of drinking water despite massive investments in this sector in recent years. In
order to make sense of this disconnect, she analyzes finely-grained, geo-coded data on spending and
infrastructure construction for water provision, contextualized by public opinion surveys, interviews and
focus group discussions. She finds that Tanzania's strategy of decentralizing water provision to local
governments has largely failed to improve access, due to political favoritism at the local level as well as a
‘demand-responsive approach’ that privileges wealthier communities. In addition to her academic
research, Ruth has worked on evaluations commissioned by organizations including the World Bank, the
International Budget Partnership, and the Institute of Development Studies. Ruth lived in Tanzania from
2006-2008, where she worked with the local NGO HakiElimu. She has also conducted fieldwork in
Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, and Uganda.

Asiyati Chiweza
University of Malawi
Asiyati Chiweza is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political and
Administrative Studies at Chancellor College, University of Malawi. Her main
research interests and expertise are in local governance and development, gender,
and political economy analysis. She has particular interest on the intersection
between gender, governance, and development. Dr. Chiweza has been a principal
researcher and coordinator of several international collaborative research
programmes including the following: Democratisation, Political Participation and Gender in Malawi
(2014-2016); Gender, Human Rights and Water Governance in Kenya, Malawi, South Africa and
Zimbabwe (2009-2013): Actors, Norms and Institutions; Currently working on a collaborative project
with University of Bergen on Money Talks: Gendered Electoral Financing in Democratic and
Democratising States.

Stephen Commins
University of California, Los Angeles
Stephen Commins works in areas of regional and international development, with
an emphasis on service delivery and governance in fragile states. At UCLA, Dr.
Commins teaches courses in regional and international development, and the role
of Non-Governmental Organizations. His current courses are on urbanization in
developing countries, NGOs, climate change and health, and disaster management.
He is the Associate Director for Global Public Affairs at the Luskin School.
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He has worked for five years in support of a long term study of livelihoods and post-conflict
reconstruction in Pakistan, as part of a seven country project with the Sustainable Development Policy
Institute in Islamabad and the Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium at ODI in the UK. For academic
years 2013-15, he worked as the consultation and dissemination coordinator for the World Bank’s World
Development Report 2015 (Behavior, Mind and Society). Among his most recent projects are a four
country study with the Overseas Development Institute on community driven development and
livelihoods in four South Asian countries, support for World Development Report 2017 (Governance and
the Law), and a project on with IDS Sussex on ‘Cities, Violence and Order’.

Joachim De Weerdt
University of Antwerp
Joachim De Weerdt is a development economist based in Belgium. He is Senior
Lecturer at the University of Antwerp, Senior Research Fellow at LICOS (KU
Leuven) and Non-Executive Director at EDI.
His research is on the measurement and analysis of poverty in all its dimensions,
with particular emphasis on topics such as internal migration, urbanisation,
structural transformation, networks, informal insurance, early childhood development and measurement
through surveys. He places high value on personal presence in the field and on interactions with scholars
from other disciplines, ranging from sociology and anthropology to demography and epidemiology.

Jonas Draege
European University Institute
Jonas Draege is a PhD researcher in the Department of Social and Political Science
at the European University Institute. His research focuses on the relationship
between protest movements and political parties. His PhD project focuses on the
interactions between the 2013 Gezi Movement in Turkey and institutional politics
in the country. Draege has also worked extensively on Syrian politics, and he has
acted as an adviser for international mediation organisations working on the Syria
conflict. Draege earned his Mphil with distinction in Modern Middle Eastern Studies at St. Antony’s
College, the University of Oxford, in 2013. He has been a visiting researcher at the Swedish Research
Institute in Istanbul in 2012.

Boniface Dulani
University of Malawi
Boniface Dulani lectures in Political Science at the University of Malawi. He also
doubles as the Fieldwork Operations Manager for the Afrobarometer- a
comparative series of national public opinion surveys that measure public attitudes
toward democracy, governance, the economy and market reform, leadership and
other issues in more than 30 African countries. Boniface holds a PhD in Political
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Science from Michigan State University, where he graduated in 2011. His PhD research was on “Personal
Rule and Presidential Term Limits in Africa.” Boniface has also studied at the Universities of York and
Sussex in the United Kingdom, from where he respectively graduated with a BA (Political Science, 1999)
and Master of Philosophy (Development Studies, 2002). He is a recipient of several awards, including the
prestigious Fulbright Fellowship for his doctoral studies at Michigan State. Boniface continues to research
and write on the topic of term limits and the broader areas of Democracy and Governance. In his free
time, Boniface enjoys watching sports, with a passion for Soccer, Basketball and America Football! He
lives in Zomba, Malawi.

Mine Eder
Bogazici University
Mine Eder is a Professor of Political Science at the Department of Political
Science and International Relations of Bogazici University in Istanbul, Turkey. She
received a Fulbright to pursue graduate degree at the University of Virginia where
she received her MA and PhD in Politics. She also taught at Lewis and Clark
College and was a visiting professor at Yale and George Washington University.
She specialized on comparative political economy of development and published
widely on various aspects of Turkey’s political economy ranging from regional cooperation, welfare
provision, poverty and informality, problems of developmentalism, populism as well as Turkey-EU
relations. Since 2006, her research interests shifted to include an exploration of interstices of migration
and urban transformation in Istanbul; domestic female migrant workers, shuttle traders, displacement and
gentrification in Istanbul's neighborhoods as well as local governance.

Erin K. Fletcher
Erin K. Fletcher is an independent researcher and consultant on issues of gender,
labor force participation, education, and violence in low- and middle-income
countries, including in conflict-affected areas. Dr. Fletcher completed a
postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government in 2015 and
now resides in Denver, where she contracts with governments, international and
local NGOs, and multilateral organizations for creative formative research, costbenefit analysis, custom survey design, and econometric analysis of large datasets.

Anja Franck
University of Gothenburg
Anja Franck received her PhD in economic geography from the School of
Business, Economics and Law at the University of Gothenburg but since March
2013 has worked at the School of Global Studies, University of Gothenburg. Her
main research interests relate to gender, labor and migration - with a particular
interest in how people maneuver and navigate both social and geographical
borders. She has largely worked on research projects relating to migration. In
particular Burmese labor migration to Malaysia and, in recent years, also migration to the European Union
via Greece. Her current research focuses on migration to and through Greece and Malaysia - directing

5

particular attention towards Lesvos (in Greece) and Penang (in Malaysia. She takes an interest in the
relationship between international migration, securitization and corruption - placing explicit emphasis
upon experiences of informality and petty/everyday corruption in relation to border control practices and
detention in Malaysia and Greece.

Josephine Gakii
University of Gothenburg
Josephine Gakii is a PhD candidate in the Department of Economics at University
of Gothenburg. Prior to joining the PhD programme in 2012, she was a research
fellow at the University of Nairobi Institute of Tropical and Infectious Diseases
where she developed, implemented, managed, monitored, and evaluated large scale
infectious diseases programmes using epidemiology, management, economics and
Health informatics in management of infectious diseases programs. She is
passionate about the health issues in developing countries especially at the community level.
Josephine has also worked as a young professional at the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and
Analysis and as a research assistant at the World Bank in Tanzania.

Nicolas Garrigue
United Nations Development Programme
Nicolas Garrigue works as a Senior Consultant on Local Governance in CrisisAffected Settings for UNDP/BPPS since 2012. He has authored UNDP’s Guide
on Local Governance in Fragile & Conflict-Affected Settings (2016) as well as
UNDP’s Signature Product on Restoring Local Governance Functions after a
Disaster (2015). Nicolas has worked in numerous UNDP and UN missions in
transition and conflict-affected countries, such as Iraq, Yemen, Tunisia, Libya, East
Timor, Haiti, Myanmar and Palestine, on supporting the building and strengthening of national and local
governance systems as well as devising early recovery strategies and programmes. Nicolas also has
experience in electoral assistance and support to civil society development in transition contexts. Nicolas
has taken part for UNDP in several post-disaster and post-conflict needs assessment (Haiti, Ukraine,
Yemen, Libya) focusing on governance issues. Nicolas holds a M.Sc. degree in Rural Development
Studies from Montpellier University, France.

Diana Greenwald
University of Michigan
Diana B. Greenwald is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Political Science at
the University of Michigan. Her research focuses on state-building during periods
following conflict or a major political transition. Her dissertation forms the basis
of a book project examining how the legacies of occupation and resistance have
shaped the construction of extractive institutions in Palestine and Timor-Leste.
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Diana’s research has been supported by the United States Institute of Peace, the Rackham Graduate
School at the University of Michigan, and the Project on Middle East Political Science.

Marcia Grimes
University of Gothenburg
Marcia Grimes is Associate Professor at the Department of Political Science at the
University of Gothenburg and is currently serving as director of the Quality of
Government Institute. Her research focuses on how bureaucratic autonomy affects
the functioning of democracy, and more specifically how it affects parties’ linkage,
and citizens' strategies for holding government accountable. Other research
interests include civil society engagement against corruption, and citizens’ trust in
government institutions. She also serves on the editorial board of Governance.

Mona Harb
University of Beirut
Mona Harb is Professor of Urban Studies and Politics, and Associate Dean at the
Faculty of Engineering and Architecture at the American University of Beirut. She
received her PhD in Political Science in 2005 from the Institut d'Etudes Politiques
at Aix-Marseille (France). She is the co-editor of Local Governments and Public
Goods: Assessing Decentralization in the Arab World (Beirut: LCPS, 2015, with
Sami Atallah), co-author of Leisurely Islam: Negotiating Geography and Morality
in Shi'ite South Beirut (Princeton University Press, 2013, with Lara Deeb,), and author of Le Hezbollah à
Beyrouth (1985-2005): de la banlieue à la ville (Karthala-IFPO, 2010). Her current research investigates
local governance and city strategies, as well as youth mobilization and urban activists. Harb is the recipient
of grants from the Ford Foundation, LSE, EU-FP7, Wenner-Gren, ACLS, and the Middle-East Awards.
She serves on the editorial boards of IJURR and CSSAME, and is a trustee of the Arab Council for the
Social Sciences. She is the founder and co-editor of the Cities Page on Jadaliyya e-zine.

Adam Harris
University of Gothenburg
Adam Harris received his Ph.D. from New York University in August 2015. He
specializes in ethnic and African politics. In his dissertation, he seeks to understand
why some voters (up to 52% of African voters) do not support their ethnic group’s
party. To answer this question, he develops and measures the concept of ethnic
proximity that moves beyond the academic convention of co-ethnicity to more
fully consider the complex role ethnicity plays in political preference formation.
The dissertation argues that the degree to which ethnic group membership influences political preferences
is determined by one’s position in her ethnic group, which is in turn determined by her ethnic attributes
(her ethnic proximity). The dissertation uses original panel survey and experimental data to test the effect
of ethnic proximity on voter preferences in South Africa. The results are also replicated in the US and
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Ugandan contexts. In short, his dissertation concludes that those who are less proximate to their own
group and more proximate to an out-group are more likely to be swing voters and will have weaker
preferences for their ethnic group’s party. Adam has also conducted research on ethnic identifiability
(recently published in the Journal of Conflict Resolution), ethnic and immigrant prejudice, the
determinants of political protests, ideological ideal point estimation among African legislators, and the
effects of foreign aid in recipient countries. His research has been supported by the National Science
Foundation, New York University, and Columbia University.

Felix Hartmann
University of Gothenburg
Felix Hartmann is a PhD candidate in Political Science at the University of
Gothenburg. His research is broadly focused on the Political Economy of
Development. He studies the formation of endogenous preferences, in particular
how economic and social factors influence norms and political preferences. In his
dissertation, he investigates how the behavioural effects of poverty and violence
shape political preferences and affect political outcomes. Prior to pursuing his
PhD, Felix was a research associate at the Quality of Government Institute. He holds a Diploma in
Political Science from the University of Bamberg and has also studied at the American University,
Washington, DC. He has work experience from the German Development Institute, Bonn and the Fund
for Peace, Washington, DC.

Danielle Higgins
American University
Danielle Higgins is a Political Science doctoral student in the Department of
Government at American University’s School of Public Affairs. Her research
revolves around female political participation, especially in terms of parliamentary
representation, both globally and within the Muslim-majority world. Her
dissertation will explore the impact of subnational gender quotas and women’s
political participation at the local level in Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria.

Ezgi Irgil
Ezgi Irgil has received her BA in Political Science and International Relations from
Boğaziçi University and MA in International Affairs from The George Washington
University. After her studies, she worked as a Research Assistant in “Ecological
Citizen and Right to the City Movements in Turkey and Spain” and Migration
Research Center at Koç University.

8

Salwa Ismail
School of Oriental and African Studies
Salwa Ismail is Professor of Politics with reference to the Middle East at the
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. Her research
focuses on everyday forms of government, urban governance and the politics of
space. She has published on Islamist politics and on state-society relations in the
Middle East. She is the author of Rethinking Islamist Politics: Culture, the State
and Islamism (I.B Tauris 2003 & 2006), and Political Life in Cairo’s New Quarters:
Encountering the Everyday State (University of Minnesota Press 2006). Her recent publications have
appeared in Comparative Studies in Society and History, Third World Quarterly, Social Research, and
Contemporary Islam. Her forthcoming work is on violence and forms of rule in Contemporary Syria.

Sverker C. Jagers
University of Gothenburg
Sverker C. Jagers is professor in Political Science at University of Gothenburg and
director of the Centre for Collective Action Research (CeCAR) at the same
university. Jagers research concern sustainable development, environmental politics
and natural resource management where he is currently particularly interest in
environmental public opinion and country-comparative studies. He has a broad
inter-disciplinary background and has published in a number of journals, including
Global Environmental Change, Climate Policy, Ecological Economics and Environmental Politics.

Prisca Jöst
Prisca Jöst recently completed her MA studies in Peace and Conflict Research and
International Politics at the University of Tübingen (Germany). In her MA thesis,
which she wrote in collaboration with the Peace Research Institute in Frankfurt,
she analyzed the wave of protests in Tunisia in January 2016. Therefore, she
conducted qualitative data on the protests of the unemployed that spread over
most parts of the country. Prisca Jöst has working experience from the
Department of Political Science at the University of Tübingen, the Peace Research Institute Frankfurt and
the Cluster of Excellence “The Formation of Normative Orders” at the University of Frankfurt. She also
studied in Aix-en-Provence (France) and Haifa (Israel). In September 2017, Prisca Jöst is going to start her
dissertation project in the Program on Governance and Local Development (GLD). As a PhD candidate
at the University of Gothenburg, she will continue working on the exclusion of the unemployed in postrevolutionary Tunisia. In her dissertation, she wants to investigate the structures of persisting
marginalization in the most impoverished regions of the country. She will question if the interests of the
people from the marginalized southern and interior regions are represented via their local, regional, and
national political representatives.
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Kristen Kao
University of Gothenburg
Kristen Kao received her PhD in 2015 from the University of Calfornia, Los
Angeles (UCLA). She is currently a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the
Program on Governance and Local Development (GLD) at the University of
Gothenburg. Kristen’s dissertation investigates the effects of electoral institutions
on tribal voting behavior, ethnic clientelism, and authoritarian rule in the Middle
East, where she spent over two years conducting fieldwork. Her broader research
interests include the study of electoral authoritarianism, clientelism, ethnic politics, survey methodology,
field experiments, politics of the MENA region, and voter behavior. Her research has received funding
from the National Science Foundation, the Social Science Research Council, the American Political
Science Association, the National Security Education Program, the American Center of Oriental Research,
and the Project on Middle East Political Science, among others.

Lucas Katera
Policy Research for Development
Lucas Katera is an Economist with practical experience on research and policy
analysis particularly in the areas of poverty, public policy, governance and service
delivery. He has worked and published intensively on Local Government in areas
of service delivery; finance and financial management; and governance and
accountability. In his recent assignment, Dr Katera is a team leader of researchers
working on the World Bank Service Delivery Indicators (SDI) survey, a research
that benchmarks health and education indicators for future impact assessment. The survey is being
conducted in Seven African Countries. In addition, Dr Katera is a team member of the five years research
programme on “Tanzania as a future Petro State”. This is a collaborative research between REPOA and
Christian Michelsen Institutive (CMI) of Norway. He is leading a team working on the Governance
component. Currently, he is a Director of the Commissioned Research at REPOA.

Happy Kayuni
University of Malawi
Happy Kayuni is Associate Professor in University of Malawi’s Political and
Administrative Studies Department and holds a PhD (Political Science) from
University of the Western Cape in South Africa. He is also Associate Researcher at
the Institute of Public Opinion and Research in Malawi. His areas of interest are
public sector management and administration, trans-border ethnic politics,
development policy and gender in politics. Apart from University of Malawi, where
he is currently employed, Happy has also been teaching undergraduate as well as postgraduate
programmes (Political Science and Public Management) in the University of the Western Cape as well as
Cape Peninsula University of Technology in South Africa. Happy has authored (or co-authored) thirty-six
peer reviewed, journal articles and book chapters as well as over eighty research/ consultancy reports or
conference papers.
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Anne-Kathrin Kreft
University of Gothenburg
Anne is a PhD candidate in Political Science at the University of Gothenburg and a
member of the Research School on Peace and Conflict in Norway. Her research
interests include civil conflict, sexual violence, women’s mobilization, gender
norms, and the Women, Peace and Security agenda. Her dissertation on domestic
and international responses to wartime sexual violence combines quantitative
cross-national analysis and qualitative fieldwork in Colombia.

Jason Lakin
International Budget Partnership
Jason Lakin is currently the Country Manager for the International Budget
Partnership (IBP) Kenya, where he leads research, advocacy and capacity building
efforts around public finance at national and county level. He joined the IBP in
May 2009 and founded IBP Kenya in 2014. He has lived in Kenya for nearly six
years, where he also writes a bi-monthly column for The East African and coteaches public policy and public finance courses at Strathmore University. He will
be moving to a new post within IBP, Global Manager for Research, in August, 2017.
Prior to joining IBP, Jason completed his PhD in political science (Government and Social Policy), and
post-doctoral research in Global Health, at Harvard University. Lakin’s research was on the political
economy of social policy reform in Mexico, with a focus on the design and implementation of a major
health insurance reform that started in 2004. While in graduate school, Lakin took a semester leave to
work with the World Bank in New Delhi, India on policy reform in Uttar Pradesh.

Pierre Landry
NYU-Shanghai
Pierre F. Landry is a Professor of Political Science and Director of Global China
Studies at NYU-Shanghai, as well as a Research Fellow at the Research Center for
the Study of Contemporary China at Peking University. His undergraduate training
was in economics and law at Sciences-Po in Paris. He received his Ph.D in Political
Science at the University of Michigan. He is also an alumnus of the HopkinsNanjing program. His research interests focus on Asian and Chinese politics,
comparative local government, quantitative comparative analysis and survey research. His work has
focused on governance and the political management of officials in China. Besides articles and book
chapters in comparative politics and political methodology, he is the author of “Decentralized
Authoritarianism in China” with Cambridge University Press (2008). He is a consultant at the Universities
Service Centre for China Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong where he participates in the
development of the Barometer on China’s Development (BOCD) and serves on the international advisory
committee of the Centre. He also collaborates with the Governance and Local Development project as
well as the UNDP and the World Bank on developing indicators of the variability of local governance in a
variety of countries, particularly in Vietnam, Tunisia, Jordan and Malawi.
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Adrienne LeBas
American University
Adrienne LeBas (PhD, Columbia University) is Associate Professor of
Government at American University. Prior to joining AU, LeBas was a Prize
Research Fellow at Nuffield College, University of Oxford, and Assistant
Professor of Political Science and African Studies at Michigan State University.
Her research interests include social movements, democratization, and political
violence. She is the author of the award-winning From Protest to Parties: PartyBuilding and Democratization in Africa (Oxford University Press, 2011) and articles in the British Journal
of Political Science, the Journal of Democracy, Comparative Politics, and elsewhere. LeBas also worked as
a consultant for Human Rights Watch in Zimbabwe, where she lived from 2002 to 2003. During 20152016, she was a residential fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in
Washington, DC. Also in 2015, she was a visiting fellow at the Quality of Governance (QoG) Institute at
the University of Gothenburg. Her current book project investigates the reasons for persistent election
violence in some democratizing countries, and she also continues her research on attitudes toward
taxation in urban Nigeria.

Varja Lipovsek
Twaweza East Africa
Varja is currently the Director of Learning, Monitoring and Evaluation at Twaweza
East Africa, a south-based civil society organization working in education, citizen
engagement and government accountability. Varja designs and oversees all M&E
work at Twaweza, including research partnerships with a range of world-class
universities and research centers, such as the GOV/LAB at MIT, and the Research
on Improving Systems of Education (RISE) consortium. Prior to joining
Twaweza, Varja worked for Population Services International where she led regional research activities
across a range of countries, and with the World Health Organization in Geneva, working on M&E of
adolescent health and development programs. Varja has published in Journal of Adolescent Health,
Reproductive Health and other public health journals. More recently her focus on governance has seen
her writing feature in publications such as Ideas for Future Work in Transparency and Accountability, by
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Varja received a PhD in public health from Tulane
University in 2004; she currently lives in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Ellen Lust
University of Gothenburg
Ellen Lust is the Founding Director of the Programs on Governance and Local
Development at Yale University (est. 2013) and at the University of Gothenburg
(est. 2015), and Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University
of Gothenburg. She also serves as a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Project on
Middle East Democracy in Washington, DC. She received her M.A. in Modern
Middle East and North African Studies (1993) and PhD in Political Science from
the University of Michigan (1997). She held faculty positions at Rice University and Yale University, and
was a visiting scholar at the Institute of Graduate Studies (Geneva, Switzerland) and the Straus Institute at
NYU. Ellen has conducted fieldwork and implemented surveys in Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Morocco,
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Palestine, Syria and Tunisia. She has authored numerous books and articles, including most recently,
Trust, Voice and Incentives: Learning from Local Successes in Service Delivery in the Middle East and
North Africa, (Washington, DC: World Bank, 2015) in collaboration with Hana Brixi and Michael
Woolcock. Her current research is aimed at developing local governance indicators and examining the role
of social institutions in governance. She was a co-founder of the Transitional Governance Project, a
founding associate editor of Middle East Law and Governance, and has served as an advisor and
consultant to such organizations as the Carter Center, Freedom House, NDI, UNDEF, UNDP, USAID,
and the World Bank. Foundations such as the Hicham Foundation, National Science Foundation, Social
Science Research Council, and the Swedish Research Council have supported her work.

Amira Maaty
National Endowment for Democracy
Amira Maaty is a senior program officer for Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) at the National Endowment for Democracy where she oversees crossMENA regional programs. Previously, Amira directed the Intercultural
Management Institute at American University’s School of International Service,
which specializes in cross-cultural communication, dialogue, and negotiation. She
has over 15 years of experience in democratization, civil society development, and
international training and education with a regional focus on the Middle East and North Africa. Amira has
also held positions with international development and educational organizations including IREX,
Internews Network, and Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies. Amira
holds a bachelor’s degree in international affairs from the George Washington University and a master’s
degree in international peace and conflict resolution from American University.

Lauren MacLean
Indiana University-Bloomington
Lauren M. MacLean (Ph.D., University of California at Berkeley) is an Associate
Professor in the Department of Political Science at Indiana UniversityBloomington. Her research interests focus on the political economy of statebuilding, social welfare policy, energy policy and democratic citizenship in Africa
and in American Indian/Alaska Native communities in the U.S. She has a book
entitled Informal Institutions and Citizenship in Rural Africa: Risk and Reciprocity in Ghana and Cote
d'Ivoire (Cambridge University Press, 2010; winner of the APSA 2011 Sartori Book Award; finalist for the
ASA Herskovits Award) and an edited volume The Politics of Non-State Social Welfare Provision in the
Global South (Cornell University Press, 2014), with Melani Cammett. MacLean also has a book on field
research methodology with Diana Kapiszewski and Ben Read entitled Field Research in Political Science
(Cambridge University Press, 2015). She has published several articles in the African Studies Quarterly,
Africa Today, Annual Reviews of Environment and Resources, Comparative Political Studies,
Comparative Studies in Society and History, Environmental and Resource Economics, Journal of African
Political Economy and Development, the International Journal of Public Administration, the Journal of
Comparative Policy Analysis, the Journal of Development Studies, Journal of Modern African Studies,
Studies in Comparative International Development, Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Energy and
Environment, and World Development. MacLean is also developing a new book project entitled Power to
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the People in Ghana: Electricity State-Building and Citizenship in Emerging Democracies that investigates
the negotiation of the rights of citizenship through the provision of electricity in Ghana.

Zoe Marks
Centre of African Studies
Zoe Marks is a Chancellor’s Fellow and Lecturer in the Centre of African Studies,
where she is Director of the Global Development Academy, and the MSc
programme in African Studies. Her research focuses on conflict and civil war,
armed groups, gender relations, and post-conflict development. Her work
examines the internal dynamics of rebellion and the post-conflict trajectories of excombatants. Her gender-related research focuses on sexual violence, the role of
women in armed groups, female power brokers, and understanding victimhood and survival in social
context. Dr Marks received her DPhil in Politics from the University of Oxford and MSc in African
Studies (also from Oxford); she holds a BA in Government and African American Studies from
Georgetown University. Her work has appeared in African Affairs, Civil Wars, the Journal of Modern
African Studies, and edited volumes; she is on the editorial board for Critical African Studies. She has
previously worked and taught with a range of institutions in Ethiopia, France, Sierra Leone, South Africa,
the UK, and the United States.

Stephen Marr
Malmö University
Stephen Marr is Senior Lecturer in Peace and Conflict Studies at Malmö University
and Associate Researcher at the Nordic Africa Institute. He holds a PhD in
Political Science from the University of Florida. He has previously had teaching
appointments in Political Science Departments at Linnaeus University (Växjö,
Sweden) and Haverford College (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA). Steve has also
been appointed guest researcher at the Nordic Africa Institute and the Center for
Globalization and Development at the University of Gothenburg. His current research engages issues of
comparative urbanism, with a focus on practices of DIY urbanism amidst pervasive socio-economic and
spatial insecurity in cities of sub-Saharan Africa (Lagos) and the post-industrial American Midwest
(Detroit). Marr has extensive field experience in southern Africa generally, and Botswana in particular,
where he conducted dissertation research in Gaborone. He is most recently published in Race & Class
and is currently at work on a book manuscript entitled, World Cities, Wild Cities: Lagos, Detroit, and the
Political Uses of Apocalypse.

Simon Matti
Luleå University of Technology
Simon Matti (MSc Political Science & Economics, PhD Political Science) is
associate professor of political science at Luleå University of Technology, and
affiliated researcher at the Centre for Collective Action Research, University of
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Gothenburg. His main research interests concern environmental/natural resource policy, environmental
public opinion and –behaviour, as well as comparative public policy analysis. His research has appeared in
journals such as Environmental Politics, Policy Studies Journal, Social Science Quarterly, and the Annual
Review of Environment and Resources.

John McCauley
University of Maryland
John F. McCauley is an Assistant Professor of Government and Politics at the
University of Maryland. He is also a Research Associate in the Center for
International Development and Conflict Management. His research, which focuses
on ethnic and religious conflict, economic development, and informal political
institutions in Africa, has been published in the American Political Science Review,
Comparative Political Studies, British Journal of Political Science, and Political
Science Research and Methods, among others. He is the author of The Logic of Ethnic and Religious
Conflict in Africa, published in 2017 by Cambridge University Press. Dr. McCauley received his Ph.D. in
Political Science from the University of California, Los Angeles. He has a B.A. in Economics from the
College of William & Mary and an M.A. in International Relations from Yale University. He has
conducted field work in Burkina Faso, Chad, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana,
Madagascar, Niger, and Nigeria.

Daniel Masterson
Yale University
Daniel Masterson is a PhD candidate in political science at Yale University, where
he specializes in comparative politics, political economy, refugee studies, and the
modern Middle East. His research examines how Syrian refugees build institutions,
both formal and informal, for self-support and self-governance. In another project,
he studies the politics and effectiveness of humanitarian responses to the Syrian
refugee crisis. He has conducted research in partnership with the World Bank, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the International Rescue Committee.

Donald Mmari
Policy Research for Development
Donald Mmari is an economist with vast experience in policy analysis, socioeconomic research, and institutional development. He holds a PhD from the
International Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University Rotterdam, an
MBA from University of Oregon and an MA (Economics) from the University of
Dar es Salaam.
He has been actively involved in the preparation of national development policies, including National
Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty, the Natural Gas Policy of Tanzania in 2012 and the
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Second Five Year Development Plan in 2015/16. He has published articles, working papers, policy briefs,
and research reports on the extractives sector, manufacturing, governance, social protection, and on
export competitiveness of agricultural commodities. He has actively engaged the coordination of research
and analysis working group and preparation of Tanzania poverty and human development reports from
2001 to 2011. He has immense management experience accumulated over the years of his various
positions within REPOA and outside, and membership in the Board of Directors of public entities. He is
currently the Executive Director of REPOA.

Ragnhild Muriaas
University of Bergen
Ragnhild L. Muriaas (Ph.D) is an associate professor at the Department of
Comparative Politics at the University of Bergen, Norway. She has published
extensively on questions related to democratic decentralization, traditional
authorities, parties and women’s representation in Southern and Eastern Africa.
She has experience from conducting field studies at the national and local level in
Malawi, South Africa, Uganda and Zambia. Previously she has been a member of
research projects that studies different aspects of consolidating democracy in Malawi and she is a team
member of the project 'Engineering gender equality: The effects of aid to Women's political
representation in Malawi, Sudan, Uganda and Zambia' (funded by NORDGLOBAL, The Research
Council of Norway). Her work on different aspects of democratization in Africa appears amongst other in
Democratization, Government and Opposition, International Political Science Review, The Journal of
Modern African Studies, Women’s Studies International Forum and Representation. She is the co-editor
of the forthcoming book Gendered Citizenship: The Politics of Representation (Palgrave) and she has also
written a chapter called ‘The Quality and Stability of Subnational Elections in Africa: A Methodological
and Conceptual Tool' in Anthony Spanakos and Francisco Panizza’s Conceptualizing Comparative Politics
(Routledge). In this chapter, Malawi is presented as one of the key cases, along with Lesotho, South Africa
and Uganda. Muriaas is currently (2014-2016) the editor of The Norwegian Journal of Political Science
(Norsk statsvitenskapelig tidsskrift).

Louise Olsson
Uppsala University
Louise Olsson is a Researcher at the Dept. of Peace and Conflict Research at
Uppsala University, and the Senior Advisor on Gender, Peace and Security at the
Folke Bernadotte Academy (FBA). Olsson got her PhD from Uppsala University
in 2007 and her publications include Gender Equality and UN Peace Operations in
Timor-Leste (Brill 2009) and the edited volume Gender, Peace and Security:
Implementing UN Resolution 1325 (Routledge 2015). At the FBA, Olsson has
worked extensively with training and applied research, for example, reviewing NATO’s operations and
EU’s missions, and developing a training program on gender for the senior management at the Swedish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She began her career in 1999 by contributing to the UN project,
Mainstreaming a gender perspective in Multidimensional Peace Operations.
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Ato Kwamena Onoma
Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa
Ato Kwamena Onoma is a Senior Program Officer at CODESRIA. His current work uses epidemics and
interment practices to explore intercommunal relations in Africa. He is the author of The politics of
property rights institutions in Africa (2009) and Anti-refugee violence and African politics (2013).

Jeffrey Paller
University of San Francisco
Jeffrey Paller is an Assistant Professor of Politics at University of San Francisco.
He specializes in African politics and sustainable urban development. His research
examines the practice of democracy and accountability in urban Africa. He has
conducted fieldwork in Ghana, Kenya,
Uganda, and South Africa. His work is published in Polity, African Studies Review,
and Africa Today. Before USF, he served as Earth Institute postdoctoral research
fellow at Columbia University. He curates the weekly news bulletin This Week in Africa.

Alexandra Panman
Oxford Department for International Development
Alexandra Panman is a doctoral researcher based at the Oxford Department for
International Development. Her work is focused on land, housing, and poverty in
Sub-Saharan African cities.
Alexandra has a B.A. in Modern History and Politics (University of Oxford) and
an M.A. in International Economics and Policy (Johns Hopkins). She has worked
for the World Bank and United Nations, including projects in Latin America (Brazil, Colombia, Mexico,
Haiti) and Africa (Cote d’Ivoire, Tanzania, Ethiopia, and Kenya).

Lise Rakner
University of Bergen
Lise Rakner is Professor of Comparative Politics, University of Bergen and Senior
Research Fellow at the Chr. Michelsen Institute, Norway. Her research interests
cover the fields of Comparative Democratization, with particular emphasis on
human rights, elections and political parties in sub-Saharan Africa. Rakner's work
also extents to political economy, with an emphasis on economic reforms,
taxation, business associations, budget processes and aid effectiveness. She has
conducted a number of governance analyses for international agencies (Danida, DFID, Norad, SIDA,
World Bank). She has published extensively in international journals on issues of governance aid,
elections, political parties and political institutions, taxation and economic reforms. Over the past two
decades, she has led and coordinated ten international research teams and projects, working with an
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extensive group of collaborating partners and organized twenty international conferences, the main
research collaborations have been carried out in Malawi, Uganda and Zambia. In research leadership, she
places great emphasis on equal partnership, co-publishing and the inclusion of junior colleagues. With
Peter Burnell and Vicky Randall, she is the editor of Oxford University Press Politics in the Developing
World (5th edition forthcoming 2016). With Leo Arriola, UC Berkeley, she has recently established the
Bergen-Berkeley research program on political parties in the developing world.

Mara Revkin
Yale Law School
Mara Revkin is a Resident Fellow with the Abdallah S. Kamel Center for the Study
of Islamic Law and Civilization at Yale Law School, from which she received her
J.D. She is pursuing a Ph.D. in Political Science at Yale University where her
research focuses on governance and state-building by armed groups in the Middle
East. Her dissertation on Islamic State (IS) governance and lawmaking involves
surveys and interviews with civilians and combatants from IS-controlled areas of
Iraq and Syria. She is currently conducting fieldwork in southeastern Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon
for her dissertation and for a United Nations study on the recruitment of children by armed groups. Her
work has been published in the Oxford Handbook of Islamic Law, the Annual Review of Law and Social
Science, and the UCLA Journal of Islamic and Near Eastern Law, among others. After receiving her B.A.
in Political Science and Arabic from Swarthmore College, she served as a Fulbright Fellow in Jordan and
Oman (2009-2010), and as a Junior Fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (20102011).

Diane Singerman
American University
Diane Singerman is Associate Professor in the Department of Government,
School of Public Affairs at American University. She received her B.A., M.A., and
PhD from Princeton University and did graduate work at the American
University in Cairo. Among her publications are: Cairo Contested: Governance,
Urban Space, and Global Modernity, (ed., 2009), Cairo Cosmopolitan: Politics,
Culture, and Urban Space in the New Globalized Middle East (co-edt. with Paul
Amar 2006), Avenues of Participation: Family, Politics, and Networks in Urban Quarters of Cairo (1995)
and Development, Change, and Gender in Cairo: A View from the Household (co-edited with Homa
Hoodfar, 1996). [Cairo Cosmopolitan has been translated into Arabic by the National Center for
Translation, Egypt, 2014]. Her research interests lie within comparative politics, gender and politics in
Egypt and the Middle East, informal politics, political participation, urbanism, youth, globalization, and
social movements. She is currently engaged in a project about urban governance, the built environment,
and social justice in Egypt’s cities, called “Tadamun: The Cairo Urban Solidarity Initiative” which is
supported by a grant from the Ford Foundation, Oxfam/Novib and others.
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Nora Stel
Maastricht School of Management
Nora Stel works as Assistant Professor in Governance and Human Rights for the
Maastricht School of Management. She is Affiliated Scholar at Utrecht University’s
Centre for Conflict Studies and the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and
International Affairs at the American University of Beirut. Nora works on the
political anthropology of governance, authority and legitimacy in conflict-affected
contexts, with a particular focus on refugee communities and informal settlements
in the Levant. She has done fieldwork in Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Burundi and Ethiopia for which she
has been received several research grants, including one from Yale University. She has recently been
awarded a Niels Stensen Post-Doctoral Fellowship to study the governmentality of informal Syrian
refugee camps in Lebanon. Nora has published with Oxford University Press and in journals such as
Antipode, the Journal of Refugee Studies, Development and Change and the British Journal of Middle
Eastern Studies.
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