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Safer Field
Research in the
Social Sciences
A Guide to Human and
Digital Security in Hostile
Environments

Bucerius Fellow Ilyas Saliba
and his co-authors published a
guide for a safer �eldwork

How did the book come
about?

Ilyas Saliba: Four years ago on
�eldwork mission for my PhD
research in Cairo I was
searching for resources and
best practices on safe �eldwork
under the impression of the
gruesome murder of our
colleague Giulio Regeni in
Egypt. However, I was surprised
to �nd very little to nothing in
the social science literature on
this issue. Many discussions
and conversations over the
following years with Kevin
Köhler, Jannis Grimm, Ellen

New Research
Projects on Russia
and Post-Soviet
Countries
Workshop at the German
Historical Institute in
Moscow
27 and 28 April 2020

- postponed to November 2020
-

Analysing Change
Bucerius Fellow Ilyas Saliba
and his co-authors about
Academic Freedom Index:

“Academic freedom is
fundamental to scienti�c
progress, the pursuit of
knowledge, research
collaboration, and quality
higher education. Plenty of
universities and states have
committed to safeguarding
academic freedom, yet it
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Lust, Isabell Schierenbeck and
many more led to this
publication.

Who is this book for?

Ilyas Saliba: Scholars planning
to undertake �eldwork
themselves, their supervisors &
those teaching on �eldwork
methods. Although geared
towards a social science crowd
much of the advice in the book
is also useful for other
disciplines, journalists or NGO
sta�.

What can I expect from the
book?

Ilyas Saliba: After the
introduction (1) the book is
structured along the three
phases of �eldwork:
2) before the �eld with Sylvain
Lefebvre, Daniel T.R. Masterson
& Francesco Strazzari
3) in the �eld with, Alessandra
Russ, Emma Beals & Osama
Diab
4) after the �eld with Mara
Revkin, Sarah E. Parkinson &
Florian Kohstall
Followed by 2 chapters on:  5)
digital security and data
protection (6) with Morana
Miljanovic, Vasillis Ververes &
Kersti Ruth Wissenbach

It concludes discussing the role
of universities & funders in
�eldwork safety (7).

From the introduction:

We need a change of
perspective. Not all dangerous
research is necessary, or
worthwhile; research is not

remains under attack in many
places. As we are publishing
this report, the global
community is racing to
respond to the novel
coronavirus Sars-CoV-2.
Academics, both inside and
outside of universities and in
an extraordinarily broad range
of disciplines, are playing a vital
role in addressing the
epidemiological, economic,
political, and cultural
dimensions of the response to
the crisis, as they will in the
eventual recovery and
restoration of essential
functions and services.“more

MENA Workshop
21 - 22 November 2019

In cooperation with the
German Institute for
International and Security
A�airs (SWP), Berlin, we
organize the next “Trajectories
of Change” workshop dealing
with transformation processes
in the Middle East and North
Africa.

5th Students
Conference
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valuable just because the risks
are high. There is no shame in
valuing your own or your
team’s physical and mental
well-being over ‘sexy’ research.
Being a maverick and engaging
in research despite harsh
realities should never be a
mark of success. On the other
hand, �eld research is almost
never risk-free. Given the
unpredictable nature of some
of the risks we will discuss in
this book, striving for
completely safe �eld research
risks imposing too many
restrictions on what
researchers can do. By contrast,
a fundamental conviction
motivating this volume is that
safer research is possible.
Responsible researchers should
thus assess when �eldwork is
too risky, understand when the
bene�ts do outweigh the costs,
and take all measures to keep
everyone involved as safe as
possible. We advocate an
approach of risk management
as a middle way which avoids
both an overly restrictive
approach or the risk-embracing
attitude encouraged by a
resilience perspective.
more

8 - 12 May 2019 in Berlin

Workshop in Berlin
9 May 2019, Forum
Transregionale Studien
Knowledge, Politics and
Publics: Conversations on the
Role of the Academic, the
Intellectual and the Writer in
Times of Change

Field Trip to Tunis
Tunisia 2018 - Challenges
for the State, Economy
and Society

16 to 22 September 2018

The �eld trip seeks to
strengthen the collaborative
aspect of “Trajectories of
Change”. We want to promote
both empirical research based
on intensive �eldwork and
theoretical re�ection.
Comparative inputs to the
exploration of the Tunisian
transformation in the �eld are
highly welcomed. 
more

Analysing change
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