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Eitan Paul is a research manager at J-PAL Global
at MIT. He completed his PhD in Public Policy and
Political Science at the University of Michigan in
August 2022. Eitan’s research primarily studies
the effects of social accountability initiatives and
policy reforms on the quality of political representation and the distribution of public goods in
Southeast Asia. He particularly focus on gender
and local political participation and primarily uses
experimental methods. His current research projects are in Indonesia, the Philippines, and Vietnam.

Your current research evaluates the effects of interventions to expand women’s participation in local
governance and increase local governments’ responsiveness to women’s concerns. Could you give us an
example of a successful intervention?
Existing research shows that gender quotas in the
context of national parliaments can increase legislative attention to women’s interests. In addition, research
on village councils in India has shown that women’s leadership can increase investment in public goods prioritized by women and the responsiveness of council leaders
to women constituents. However, more recent research
on gender reservations in Indian villages shows that women elected through gender quotas are less influential
in village council decision-making. My own research in
Indonesia, as well as existing research from the Congo, India, Mali, the Philippines, Sierra Leone, Uganda,
and the United States, show that men often continue
to dominate discussions and decision-making, even
after more women become involved in policy discussions.

Given these persistent challenges, governments and
NGOs continue to try new interventions and policy reforms, which may have more success. I hope to continue
efforts to scientifically evaluate such initiatives so that the
most effective solutions in different contexts can be found
and scaled to achieve greater gender equity in political
participation and representation.
You have experience working at the intersection of
research and policy with several organizations, from
research projects and report writing for the Red Cross
and USAID, to assisting local NGOs in electoral reforms. Why do you believe engaging with the policy
sector as a researcher is important?

”Southeast Asia is an
incredibly diverse and
dynamic region that remains
understudied in the West,
particularly in the United
States, where I’m from. I hope
my research in Southeast Asia
can increase awareness and
understanding of the
region...”
Researchers can help improve policymaking by providing
scientific evidence regarding what policies are most effective in different contexts. Rigorous research methods,
such as randomized evaluations, have shown that many
well-intentioned policy reforms have failed to meet their intended objectives. With high-quality evidence, policymakers can make better investments in policies to help more
people more efficiently. I think it’s particularly important
to partner with local communities, NGOs, and governments to collaboratively design research to understand the
needs of people on the ground and what kinds of reforms
are most likely to succeed. Then, researchers can provide technical expertise to design policy evaluations to
uncover the causal effect of policies or programs. In my
new role as Research Manager at J-PAL Global at MIT,
I look forward to continuing to implement policy-oriented
research and supporting J-PAL’s efforts to communicate
research findings to policymakers and help scale effective solutions to social, political, and economic challenges.

Cambodia, Malaysia, Timor-Leste, Philippines, and
Indonesia are all places where you have conducted fieldwork. Where does your interest in studying
Southeast Asia come from?
I had the opportunity to work for an international democracy and governance NGO in Cambodia between my
undergraduate and graduate studies. While in Cambodia,
I observed courageous activists protesting against authoritarianism and human rights abuses. This experience
inspired me to learn more about state-society relations
across the region and opportunities and constraints for
political accountability across diverse political, social, and
economic contexts. Southeast Asia is an incredibly diverse and dynamic region that remains understudied in the
West, particularly in the United States, where I’m from. I
hope my research in Southeast Asia can increase awareness and understanding of the region in the United States and create opportunities for more collaboration and
mutual learning between researchers and policymakers
in both places.
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