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January 26, 1600 - 1700 CET
Silvia Otero Bahamón (Universidad del Rosario)
Dependent Elites: The Role of Elite-Citizenship Linkages in Inequality Reduction at the City Level
Discussant: Vicky Murillo, Columbia University
Chair: Thabit Jacob

Why do some cities reduce income inequality and others do 
not? In the largest urban cities of Latin America, the heavy 
work of inequality reduction is carried out by equalizing labor 
incomes rather than targeted cash transfers or non-
contributory pensions. What are the social and political 
processes that lead to more inclusive labor markets, defined 
as those in which the labor incomes of the poorest grow 
faster than the labor incomes of the richest? I argue that a 
crucial force of inequality reduction that has not received 
attention lies in the organic connection between the local 
economic elites and the city dwellers. When business 
leaders depend on local consumption and sell goods and 

services for the local market, their economic well-being 
is inevitably tied to the employment prospects of the city 
population. If people have jobs and their incomes increase, 
they will be able to buy from the elites. In contrast, when 
the economic elites do not depend on local consumption 
because their demand comes from other markets, they will 
not see the need to prompt processes of job creation that 
end up benefiting the labor incomes of the poor. I develop 
and demonstrate this theory with a controlled comparison 
of Barranquilla and Cartagena, two cities in the Colombian 
Caribbean with different trajectories in income inequality.

Feburary 9, 1600 - 1700 CET
Adam Harris (University College London), Lauren Honig (Boston College), and 
Ellen Lust (University of Gothenburg)
Social Institutions and State Reach: Examining Change in Gendered Land Rights in Southern 
Africa 
Discussant: Vanessa van den Boogaard, University of Toronto
Chair: Alesha Porisky

Promoting joint land management is part of a suite of 
measures aimed at changing social institutions that under-
mine women’s welfare. This paper examines the uptake of 
the state’s rules of egalitarian land rights in two Southern 
African countries: Malawi and Zambia. Governments in both 
countries, prompted by domestic and international civil so-
ciety, have implemented laws that promise equal land rights 
to men and women. They have, thus, attempted to change 
gendered land institutions within their countries. In some 
cases, actual practice matches the de jure law, while in 

other cases, historically rooted institutional rules at odds 
with the law prevail. We show that the variations in
gendered property rights are associated with state reach, on 
the one hand, and existing practices that shape the costs 
of deviating from established norms, on the other. This 
research addresses broader questions of heterogeneity and 
change within the social institutions that structure indivi-
dual behavior, as well as the role that state reach plays in 
securing property rights for women in Africa. 

February 23, 1600 - 1700 CET
Sridhar Telidevara (Development Management Institute - Patna)
Community Participation for Success of Mass Movements- A Study of Toilet Use in Rural Bihar
Discussant: Jesper Katomero, University of Dodoma
Chair: Matthias Krönke

The behavioral aspects of toilet usage, post completion of 
phase-I of Swacch Bharat Mission (Grameen) in 2019, 
continue to be a concern in Bihar even though all the 
districts in Bihar have been declared open defecation free 
(ODF). An intrinsic exploratory study on behavioral aspects 
of individuals using household or community toilets, given 
their availability, accessibility, and functionality, is underta-
ken in two ODF-declared panchayats in two districts. The 
overall impact of the SBM (G) Phase-I is positive, as most 
individuals stated the most recent toilet usage to be yester-
day or today. The nigrani, or watch committees set up by 
communities during the first phase of CLTS, enabled the 
panchayats to become ODF. However, the participants in 
the study said OD is still practiced for various reasons once 
the watch committees dissolved post-declaration of ODF. 
The community mass movement affecting the intentions and 
attitudes towards OD behavior through behavioral change 
communication still needs to address the social activity 

aspect of OD, and deep-rooted habits reinforced by the 
lack of access to toilets away from home, and the urge to 
relieve immediately dominating the self-regulation behavior. 
The study finds that the drivers of OD behavior are more on 
the lines of System 1 factors (automatic, cues, and habits) 
identified by the World Bank Study on Nudging and Habit 
Change for Open Defecation: New tactics from Behavioral 
Science. The dilapidated conditions of community toilets 
highlight the patronage dispensation attitude of the imple-
mentation agencies devoid of any understanding of the 
gender-based differences in using community toilets. Based 
on the preliminary study findings we propose an 
experimental design for the adoption of community toilet 
usage, indirectly influencing the self-regulating behavior of 
individuals and communities.

March 16, 1600 - 1700 CET
Tanu Kumar (Claremont Graduate University)
Politics in the Urban Periphery: Citizen-Led Expansion and Informality at the Edges of India’s 
Cities
Discussant: Silvia Otero Bahamón, Universidad del Rosario
Chair: Christiana Parreira

How are privately initiated developments on the outskirts of 
a city incorporated into municipal governance? In this paper, 
we explore this question in the context of what we call 
“peripheral private developments” in India. We first diffe-
rentiate private developments from more frequently studied 
types of informal spaces like squatter settlements, in which 
residents occupy space on land they do not own. We further 
show how the distinction between peripheral private deve-
lopments and squatter settlements leads to key differences 
between the two neighborhood types, namely the extent to 
which they are planned, the class composition of residents, 
and the nature of local politics. We next show how collective 
action among original residents shapes the ability for these 

developments to become incorporated into the city. Our 
study draws on qualitative interviews and neighborhood-
level data collected from the Jaipur Development Authority 
(JDA). In the winter of 2021/2022 and summer of 2022, we 
conducted interviews with neighborhood leaders across 25 
cooperative housing society colonies in southern Jaipur—12 
un-authorized and 13 authorized colonies. These interviews 
with local leaders, interviews of city officials, and data 
collected from the JDA provide novel insights into the 
political economy of these proliferating yet understudied 
spaces.



March 23, 1600 - 1700 CET
Michel Wahman (Michigan State University)
Political Participation and Urban Election Violence: Evidence from a Survey Experiment in Zambia
Discussant: Steven Rosenzweig, Boston University
Chair: Tanu Kumar

Urban spaces across the developing world enjoy democratic 
vitality and competition, but violence can curb meaningful 
political participation and reinforce political inequalities. 
While earlier research sought to estimate the effect of elec-
tion violence on voting, much less is known about the ways 
in which election violence affects electoral participation more 
broadly. We argue that while election violence may deter 
urban turnout, citizens are even more likely to refrain from 
forms of more visibly partisan political participation, such as 
attending rallies, discussing politics in public, and wearing 
party regalia. The way in which violence represses visibly 
partisan participation has the potential to significantly alter 
electoral environments and disadvantage parties without 
repressive capacity. To test our argument, we fielded a 
conjoint survey experiment with more than 2,900 randomly 
selected respondents in Lusaka, Zambia. Our results show 
that respondents report a lower likelihood of engaging in 
visibly partisan activities when the hypothetical electoral 

environment is more violent. Moreover, the propensity to 
participate is more affected by visibly partisan forms of 
participation than by voting. This is particularly true for 
voters living in more impoverished parts of the city. 
Corroborating the experimental results with observational 
data from the same survey, we show that voters fearful of 
violence were significantly less likely to engage in visibly 
partisan forms of participation, such as wearing party regalia 
and discussing politics in public but were no less likely to 
vote. Our findings promote a deeper understanding of the 
ways in which election violence adversely affects democratic 
citizenship and exacerbates political inequalities. Further-
more, they suggest that violence distorts competition in 
intricate ways not necessarily directly related to election-day 
behavior.

April 4, 1600 - 1700 CEST *note the daylight savings time 
John Quattrochi (Georgetown University)
Violence and Voting: Evidence from the 2006, 2011, and 2018 Presidential Elections in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo
Discussant: Michael Wahman, Michigan State University
Chair: Tugba Bozcaga

How do voters respond to internationalized civil conflict? Do 
they rally around the incumbent, or hold him accountable? 
Do combatant identities and civilian killings matter? We 
combine a novel dataset of district-level (n=166) vote counts 
across three presidential elections in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) with publicly-available conflict 
data on a war involving 122 groups. We find that more 
conflict in the preceding 5-7 years is associated with higher 
incumbent vote share in the 2006 election, lower vote share 
in 2011, and is uncorrelated with vote share in 2018. 
Disaggregating by combatant identity, civilian killings by 
Congolese armed groups or foreign states, and conflict 
between foreign states and foreign non-state groups, were 

associated with increased incumbent support, consistent 
with a rally effect. However, conflict between Congolese 
armed groups, or between those groups and the DRC 
military, and civilian killings by foreign groups or the DRC 
military were associated with decreased incumbent 
support, consistent with an accountability effect. We argue 
that intergroup bias explains why combatant identity 
matters. Intra-Congolese conflicts make subnational identity 
more salient, decreasing incumbent support, whereas 
conflict with foreign actors makes national identity more 
salient, increasing incumbent support.  

April 20, 1600 - 1700 CEST *note the daylight savings time 
Angie Torres-Beltran (Cornell University)
Violence Against Women and Political Participation in Mexico
Discussant: Kim Mannemar Sønderskov, Aarhus University
Chair: Ezra Karmel

May 4, 1600 - 1700 CEST *note the daylight savings time 
Emily Warwick (University of Virginia)
Tracing the Origins of Mobilization: Informal COVID-19 Governance in Rio de Janeiro
Discussant: Adam Auerbach, American University
Chair: Sabine Franklin

What effect does violence against women (VAW) have on 
women’s political participation? Despite an overall increase 
in women’s political participation over the past three 
decades, VAW remains an obstacle to women’s political 
development. This paper shows how gendered violence 
hinders formal political participation, but at the same time, 
facilitates informal political participation. This relationship 
is moderated by public servants who often dismiss and 
minimize women’s experiences with violence—revictimizing 
them as they seek help. Using a mixed-methods approach 
that leverages novel, municipal-level administrative data; 
geo-located protest data; and 60 in-depth interviews with 
national, state, and local-level bureaucrats, public servants, 

and civil society organizations, I demonstrate that VAW has 
a two-fold effect on women’s political participation: VAW is 
negatively associated with electoral turnout among women, 
but at the same time, positively associated with women’s 
protests. This paper highlights the complex and dynamic 
effect that women’s interactions with violence and the state 
has on their subsequent political behavior. 

At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the favela 
communities of Rio de Janeiro largely faced the worst-
case scenario: densely populated and multigenerational 
households with a lack of public sanitation infrastructure and 
high rates of informal labor force participation. In response 
to a notoriously neglectful government pandemic response 
and periods of highly predatory policing, favelas adapted 
varied strategies of civil society mobilization in coordinating 
informal pandemic responses. This project investigates 
why and how civil society actors in favela communities 
have engaged in pandemic mitigation despite, around, and 
alongside the state to gain access to critical public goods 
and services. This project evaluates the conditions under 

which favela residents mobilize horizontally using informal 
networks of mutual aid or work instead through vertical 
channels of either direct claim-making on the state on the 
state or through clientelistic brokerages. I developed a 
theory of how this is shaped by perceptions of the state 
vis-à-vis the role of the police in pandemic mitigation. 
Utilizing community-level data on pandemic mobilization and 
state responses, I identified what underlies the distinctive 
mobilization patterns of civil society in Rio de Janeiro and 
how this is juxtaposed with perceptions of state capacity and 
engagement by the urban poor.


